Notes Regarding ANF Submission to the 2020
Summit (19-20 April 2008)
(a retrospective, 11/7/12)

The ANF decided to make a submission to the 2020 Summit because it believed that
it was important to address the issue of national energy supplies where it could be
pointed out that nuclear should have a part to play. It was difficult to find a category
that would accommodate such a suggestion, but the best fit appeared to be the
problem of climate change (subject area 3) where nuclear power could contribute
significantly by serving as a replacement for the use of coal-fired electricity
generation. The climate change issue was mentioned in the following category:

Population, sustainability, climate change and water
The Australia 2020 Summit will examine:
a. How Australia develops a long term plant to adapt to the growing impacts
of climate change on our environment.
b. How does Australia best plan for its long-term water and energy needs.
c. How we position Australia to become a global leader within the next
decade in the new low carbon technologies and industries
d. How do we plan future population growth at a national and regional level,
given the constrains of water shortages and sustainability.

Further, as noted on the Summit website under “Submissions”:
Contributing a submission to the Australia 2020 Summit is a way for all
Australians to be involved in bringing the best ideas forward to address
Australia’s long term challenges
All submissions will be made publicly available on this website and will be
presented to the Australia 2020 Summit participants to stimulate discussion and
ideas about our future challenges.
Individuals, schools, groups and organisations are invited to make submissions.
(etc., see the complete requirements provided below)

The ANF submission was provided on time (emailed 2/4/08) and true to the
undertaking mentioned above, was published on the website. Many submissions from
others were also published there, however, ours along with some others carried a

submission number that was considerably larger (by about several thousand) than the
majority of submissions.
The Summit itself was held on Saturday the 19th and Sunday the 20th of April 2008
and (at least its opening) was nationally televised. After the introductory phase which
included the appearance of the Prime Minister, one of the first items of business was
to ask the chosen attendees if they thought nuclear power should be considered by the
Summit – and the vote was strongly against the idea. We then checked the website the
next day and found that our submission, along with all the others in the “elevated
group” had disappeared!

